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Summer Reading Assignment 2026 – Directions
Purpose:
The goal of the summer reading assignment is to encourage independent reading and thoughtful reflection. Students will select a novel, read actively, and record their thinking in a reading journal.

1. Novel
· Select one novel from the approved book list for your specific grade level.
· The book must not be a novel you have already read for school or personal reading.
· Make sure the book you choose is appropriate for your grade level list.
· You are responsible for obtaining your own copy of the book (library, bookstore, digital copy, etc.).

2. Journaling
· You must use a spiral-bound theme notebook for this assignment.
· No other notebooks will be accepted (not composition books, loose paper, binders, or digital documents).
· Clearly write the following on the front cover:
· Your Name
· Grade
· Selected Novel Title
· Author
· School Year

3. Journal Entries
As you read the novel, you will record your thoughts in your theme notebook.
Minimum Requirement:
· You must complete at least 10 journal entries.
· Entries should be written throughout the reading process, not all at the end.
· Each entry should be at least one full paragraph (5–8 sentences minimum).
For each entry include:
· The date
· The page numbers you read
· A thoughtful written response

4. Topics
Your journal entries should demonstrate your thinking about the text. Possible topics include:
· Plot developments – important events or turning points
· Character analysis – motivations, traits, and changes in characters
· Themes – ideas or messages the author may be communicating
· Predictions – what you think will happen next and why
· Connections – links to your own life, other books, or world events
· Questions – things you do not understand or want to know more about
· Important quotes – write the quote and explain why it is meaningful
· Author’s craft – writing style, symbolism, imagery, or tone
· Conflicts – internal or external conflicts and how they develop
Entries should go beyond simple summaries. Explain what you think and why.

5. Presentation Expectations
· Write your entries in cursive. All writing should be neat and legible in blue or black ink. Penmanship will be part of your grade. 
· Entries should be organized in chronological order.
· Each entry must be clearly separated with a date and page numbers.

6. Submission
· Bring your completed spiral-bound theme notebook to class on the first week of school.
· The notebook will be collected and graded.
· Be prepared to discuss your book and your journal entries in class.

Reminder
Start early and pace your reading over the summer. Thoughtful, consistent journal entries will help you understand the novel more deeply and prepare you for discussions when school begins.
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