
FBA Fifth Grade Summer Reading
Directions: Choose one title from the reading list below. After reading the book, 
write a newspaper using the attached template. *There are graphic novel 
adaptations available for some titles included on the list. Parents are welcome to 
choose the graphic novel adaptation of any title at their discretion. **Reluctant or 
struggling readers are encouraged to read with a parent or listen to an 
audiobook.

Your newspaper must include:
• Summary: write a paragraph that summarizes the story. Include events 

from the beginning, middle, and end. You should also include the main 
characters (heroes and villains), and the theme (or message) of the story.

• Review: write a paragraph giving your opinion of the book. Explain your opinion 
and support it with details from the story. 

• Picture with caption: in the center box, draw a picture illustrating an 
important scene from the book.

• Filler: in each of the boxes at the bottom of the page, put a “filler” from the 
list below.

Advertisement: based on something that was included in the story

Wanted Poster: includes drawing & reward. Based on a dangerous character

Word Search or Crossword Puzzle: use words or events from one part of the 

book

Sports: May use if there were any sporting events that were part of the book

Travel News: based on the setting or a location that was mentioned

Classified Ad: “Help Wanted” or an ad for something to buy or sell

Lost and Found: based on something that was lost as part of the book

Weather: Describe the weather for a period of time that is important in the 

book

Book Options:
The Phantom Tollbooth, Norton Juster

Alice in Wonderland, Lewis Carol

The Adventures of Robin Hood, Roger Lancelyn Green

The Mystery of Castle MacGorilla, David Bentley Hart 
& Patrick Robert Hart

Project adapted from:
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Summary: Review:


